Keep in Mind
"And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us" (Romans 5:5).
Focal Verses

KJV
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
10
For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
11
And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.
NLT
Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.
9 And since we have been made right in God's sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God's condemnation.
10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.
11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.
The People, Places, and Times The Apostle. Apostles were literally "the sent out ones." God called them, equipped them, and then sent them to establish His Word among His people. The Apostle Paul was, as he said, an apostle "born out of due time" (1 Corinthians 15:8) meaning he was late to be called one of the apostles. He was, in fact, an enemy to the early church until God plucked him out from among his Pharisaical brothers.
However, Paul showed the same zeal in serving Christ that he had shown in persecuting Him and His people. In our focal verses today, we see several characteristics of Paul that are important to our study. 1) He was radically changed, completely taken with his Master. His loyalty to Jesus was unimpeachable, and he was driven to get others to follow with the same zeal. 2) He was completely convinced of salvation by grace. In these verses, he showed that this salvation gives a new perspective, one that carries us through even the toughest times.
Redemptive Tribulations. Few themes are more distinctive of our faith than that of tribulations resulting in positive net values (Matthew 5:10; Romans 8:35-37; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; James 1:2-3). We find thinking like this outside of Christian thought, but not to the same extent. Our faith can mirror what Jesus did on the Cross: what appears to be complete failure can be, in fact, great victory.
Background
Paul is in the middle of his argument about justification by faith in Romans 4. He points to Abraham and his righteousness being imputed by God before the Law was given. He illustrates that God imputed righteousness to Abraham because of his faith in God's promise that he would be the father of many nations. The example of Abraham is given to the Romans to show the kind of faith in Jesus that justifies one before God. This faith can sustain us in the midst of difficulties.
The Christians in Rome had to deal with a cruel, militaristic, and threatening government. They certainly felt the weight of this kingdom and its displeasure. Jesus' death had been ordered by Roman officials (with the help of some of the Jews), and He had told His followers, "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you" (John 15:18).
It is hard for us to understand how greatly tribulation was a part the lives of these believers, but it was extensive. Paul spoke to people who had every natural right to be fearful, but he reminded them to base their courage on the supernatural event of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The King of kings had the final word even over mighty Rome. Paul encouraged them to let this fuel their hope in tribulation.
At-A-Glance Paul indicates in these verses that this justification (the opposite of condemnation) gives us hope, even by way of tribulation. It is clear, especially in verses 1 and 2, that our part is faith. Faith introduced us to the grace that justifies us and keeps us in the hope that it offers. Therefore, faith carries us through any tribulation so that we might have the hope that is the promise of salvation.
Paul explains that tribulation leads through several steps to hope, but what produces this hope is the establishment of character. Character is established not by our suffering, but by our patience in suffering. Paul concludes this section by showing that through this process the Holy Spirit communicates God's love to us (v. 5). His love enables us to endure tribulations and hard times.
Help for the Helpless (vv. 6-8)
Several versions of the Bible translate the word in verse 6 as "helpless" (e.g. NASB and NLT). The KJV has "without strength." Paul states that when it comes to our spiritual state, we are helpless without the person and work of Christ.
We see that the word "die" or "died" appears frequently in these verses, four times in three verses. Three of the references are pointing to Christ's death rather than our own. His death is the crucial pivot where our helplessness becomes strength. Paul says in verse 8 that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. He did not expect us to be self-sufficient before He helped us, nor did He disdain our sinfulness-His death for us is the proof and substance of His love.
The Reconciliation of God Leads to Our Joy (vv. 9-11)
In these final verses of our text, Paul continues to expound on the benefits of our justification. We are justified and therefore saved from wrath. We have atonement with God which gives us joy. We have been reconciled to God and therefore saved by the life of Christ. In verse 9, Paul uses the phrase "much more," and again in verse 10. Then in verse 11 he adds, "And not only so…" He piles one benefit upon another. He is overcome with the positive nature of our standing in Christ! Our justification through Jesus' blood has moved us from helplessness to being reconciled, no longer under His wrath but now sharing His life, which leads to our joy.
Here Paul makes an extraordinary statement: God's love reconciled us through Christ. In contrast to the heresies that state that the Father was vengeful and appeased by Jesus who alone loves, God's love brought about our salvation through His Son. 
Search the Scriptures
Discuss the Meaning
The world can suck up our hope, but it has always been this way. As followers of Christ, we will need to understand how to allow His hope into our lives.
1. How can we connect our redemption to a daily hopeful outlook?
2. How can we clearly see those who need hope and then share His hope with them?
Lesson in Our Society
It is interesting that the Scripture never presents living in faith and being hopeful as requests but as commands. We should keep in mind that the Lord is aware of our weaknesses even more than we are. He also knows our enemies and challenges but still requires our victorious outlook. When we are fearful and unsettled, then it shows we are not focused on His assurances.
Our believing brothers and sisters need to see our hope in the Lord. Our hopeless world needs to see our hope as well. When we correct our relationship with Christ-when our daily walk is firm-we will grow in the ability to share this hope.
Make It Happen
We choose first to believe the Lord. When we say with Joshua, "As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD" (Joshua 2:15), we have chosen to trust Him with our lives. When we choose to act this way, then we follow with actions and thoughts that reflect that.
Today, commit your life anew to God's truth. Consider all thoughts that dishonor Christ as enemies, and choose not to allow them a place in your life.
Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do.
Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned.
More Light on the Text
Romans 5:1-11 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
With the close of there fourth chapter, Paul completes his teaching on how God justifies a person. Justification is the initial blessing of salvation, but it carries with it all the other blessings of Christian life. In chapter 5, Paul launches into an explanation of eight attendant blessings of justification by faith. Because we are justified by faith, we have "peace with God" (v. 1); "access" to God's presence and a standing in grace, joy, and "hope" (v. 2); "the love of God" and "the Holy Ghost" (v. 5); we are "saved from wrath" (v. 9), and "saved by his life" (v. 10).
Another literal translation of verse 1 is "Since we have been justified by faith, we continually have peace with God." In the Greek, "justified" is in the aorist aspect, which points to an accomplished fact. This illustrates that justification is not a process, but rather an instantaneous act that takes place at the moment a sinner accepts Christ as Lord.
The phrase "we have peace with God" could also be translated "we continually have peace with God." The verb "to have" is from the Greek present tense verb echomen (Gk. EH-koh-men), which means to keep on having or enjoying our peace with God. Those who are justified are privileged to "have peace with God," and Paul is encouraging believers to both realize this privilege and enjoy it.
This peace is first a change in God's relationship to us. Then, as the natural consequence of His changed relationship to us, we change in our relationship toward Him. Because of our fallen nature, humanity is in a state of hostility with God as His enemies (v. 10). When we are justified, that hostility is removed and we have peace with Him. Awareness of our peace with God brings a sense of peace to our souls.
